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Content & Editorial Policy

If you have an article, story or poem
you would like to submit for publi-
cation the Grapevine editorial team
would love to hear from you. Mate-
rial for publication is gratefully ac-
cepted. Due to space considerations
material may not be used immedi-
ately but may be held over to be
included in a later issue.

 The Grapevine editorial team re-
serve the right to shorten, amend or
reject any material submitted for
publication.

 Opinions expressed in contributions
are not necessarily those of the edi-
torial team.

****************
 Advertising Rates

£16.00 full page
 £11.00 half page
 £6.00 quarter page

DISCOUNT: Pay in ad-
vance for three adverts and
we will give you a fourth
FREE.

Grapevine Appeal

The Ascott Grapevine is provided
FREE to every household in Ascott
and we wish this to continue for a
long time to come.

Although ‘The Grapevine’ does re-
ceive support from the Parish
Council and the PCC, it only raises
a limited amount of revenue from
advertising. The Ascott Grape-
vine survives mainly on do-
nations.  If you would like to
help ‘The Grapevine’ continue,
any donation large or small
would be appreciated. You can
give a donation to any member
of the editorial team.

If there is an aspect of village life not
already covered in ‘The Grapevine’
please contact a member of the team
to discuss your ideas.

Articles for the Autumn issue of
The Ascott Grapevine should be
submitted by 5th October 2012.

Call 01993 831023 or email:
wendypearse@btinternet.com

The Editorial Team:

Stuart Fox, Elaine Byles,
Wendy Pearse, Maggie Lyon.

To advertise in our Local Business
Directory (see page 67), please con-
tact Wendy Pearse 01993 831023
or wendypearse@btinternet.com.
The cost is  £5 per year but inclu-
sion is free for our existing adver-
tisers.
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Coffee Morning
with Cake / Produce  Stall

10 o’clock – mid-day
in Holy Trinity Church, Ascott-under-Wychwood

on:-

Saturday 4th August

Saturday 8th  September

Saturday  6th October

Saturday 3rd November

Saturday 1st December (Christmas Bazaar)

EVERYBODY WELCOME
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Deaths

On the 19th June 2012, Roy Anthony
Broadhurst, aged 69 years.

Marriages

On the 9th June 2012, at Holy Trinity
Church, Peter Mark Shayler to Diana
Jean Trinder.

The bride and groom, Diana Jean Trinder and Peter Mark Shayler
attended by daughter Kara and son Aiden

RAISING A GLASS AT THE TRINITY ARMS

Confession and absolution were available by the pint on Friday 6  July when
Ascott's Holy Trinity church was transformed into the Trinity Arms for the
evening.

Since the closure of the Swan, the village has been without a pub and the event
in church gave villagers the chance to catch up over a pint for the first time in
two years.  Complete with temporary sign, the Trinity Arms opened its doors to
well over 100 people during the course of the evening and it was even hard to
get into the church at times.

As the Revd Andrew Thayer pointed out, in many ways the event reclaimed the
church building for its original purpose which was to be at the very heart of the
community; a place to gather, to celebrate and to share life.

The best part of two barrels of beer were consumed before closing time and
customer feedback was overwhelmingly positive.  It seems clear that there is
real desire for the Trinity Arms to open on a regular basis.
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I have recently spoken to the Guide
Dog controlling office in Worcester,
where Hollie was moved to on comple-
tion of her advanced training, and they
informed me that Hollie has settled
into her full time role with enthusiasm
and plenty of energy.
 My initial concerns about
Hollie in advanced training
regarding her easy distrac-
tion from the task ahead of
her were unfounded. The ad-
vanced trainers said that at a
year old there are still many
puppy traits that will eventu-
ally be lost as the training
intensifies and they grow
older very quickly, compared to hu-
mans. Besides, the trainers say that
they prefer a dog that is aware of what
is happening around them as this is
essential for them to make decisions on
how to cope with the situations as they
occur. It is normal training to teach a
dog how to react to the different things
that they will come across, if there is
no response to arising situations, it
becomes a matter then of whether the
dog is suitable for taking charge of a
person who relies on them to safely
navigate through the outside world.
 Hollie will be visited by a member
of the local Guide Dog office every
three months for the first year and then
annually to ensure that there are no
issues and the owners are encouraged
to keep in contact if they are concerned

at all about the dog’s behaviour. Com-
munications between the owner and
any other part of the training process
from six weeks old to the point of
advanced training is purely up to the
owner. Some willingly send emails,

photos or even phone calls to
the puppy walkers as they
know how attached people
can be to the puppies, others
feel disinclined for a whole
variety of reasons. All I
know about Hollie’s new
owner is that it is a young
lady who is a teacher at an
infants’ school. Hollie was
always very good with our

young granddaughters and so having
contact with many young excitable
children would be well within her abil-
ity to cope with the school children.
 Jo and I have agreed to board a
puppy for a week at the end of July for
one week. She is a golden Labrador
cross called Jazz and is 10 months old
currently being trained in Witney. At
this age she should be reasonably well
trained and easy to look after. Being
boarded out is a good process as it
allows the dog to get to know and be
obedient to more than one person, as
they will have to cope with several
people during their total training be-
fore being handed to a new owner on
completion.

  Keith Ravenhill

HOLLIE THE GUIDE DOG
– THE FINAL ENTRY?
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As some of you may know we have an
ever-increasing number of tennis en-
thusiasts in the village.
 Many of us are also members of
Wychwood Tennis Club and it oc-
curred to Richard Smith and I that
maybe we could arrange local tennis
here in Ascott. This would have the
benefit of taking the strain off the
courts in Shipton (a lot of popular
playing times during weekdays, after-
noons and weekends are booked out
for youth coaching and club matches)
as well as introducing others to the
game who may ultimately wish to
graduate to club tennis.
 Two thoughts come to mind. One
would be to create court space on the
sports playing field and the other
would be to ask whether anyone has an
underused court they would be willing
to share.
 However, before we get too excited,
it would be helpful to know whether
this idea has any merit.
 If you have read this far and you're
interested, you may want to answer the
following questions and e-mail your
responses to:
johncull@wowmatters.com or
richard.smith@manches.com

1. Would you be interested in forming
a local club?

2. How many in your family would
participate? Also, please state ages.

3. How much would you be willing to
pay as a yearly subscription?
(adult/child/family)

4. Alternatively, would you prefer pay
and play? If so, what would you expect
to pay as an hourly rate?

5. When would you play? For exam-
ple; year round, summer, weekdays,
evenings, weekends - please specify.

6. Would you be willing to share with
other users i.e. football, basketball,
hockey?

7. You may prefer to get involved in
fundraising, make a donation or work
behind the scenes. If so, call us for a
confidential chat.

8. Also, do we have anyone in the
village who would be interested in
tennis coaching at an Ascott court?

9. Finally, any other general com-
ments?

We have a wonderful playing field
facility in the village and if we can get
this idea off the ground, we would not
only be creating something worth-
while today but also providing
a wonderful legacy for future genera-
tions.
 Thank you for your interest.

John Cull (831621)
Richard Smith (832933)

'ANYONE FOR TENNIS'?
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Sponsorship forms available from:  Anne Braithwaite
The Mill
Ascott-under-Wychwood
Tel. No: 01993 831282
Email:  ascottmill@aol.com
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What’s afoot at the coffee mornings
every Friday at Milton Baptist Church?
On the occasions I have visited for
coffee I had grown suspicious of a
group of ladies who sit around a table
like knights at the court of King Arthur.
The group is made up of ladies from
Ascott, Shipton and Milton. One Fri-
day morning I made the very big mis-
take of sitting at this table. I was soon
told to move, in no uncertain manner,
by one of the ladies, but not before I
had gathered some information of what
these ladies were planning.
 I managed to gather enough to rea-
lise they were planning to hijack the
9.30.a.m. bus from Ascott to Chippie
and force the driver, who is usually
Elliot, who most of them fancy and
wish they were forty years younger,
and force him to take them to the sea-
side for the day. Plans I understand
were well in advance when I blew their
cover and informed the local constabu-
lary.
 Before the police could take action
there was a rift between the ladies. The
Ascott and Shipton lot wanted to go to
Weston because the beach was bigger
and the donkey rides longer. But the
Milton lot insisted they go to Wey-
mouth because they wanted to tuck
their skirts in their knickers and go for
a paddle, because the tide was always
in.
 When I last visited Milton for a cof-
fee, the rift still remained. The Ascott

and Shipton lot glared in anger across
the room at the Milton lot, from sepa-
rate tables.
 It really is difficult to understand on
the face of it. These ladies are cheer-
ful, goodnatured grandmothers,  but
underneath they may be conjuring up
crimes far greater than the Gunpowder
Plot.
 I could name names but I am fright-
ened of reprisals.

 Fred Russell

DO YOU TAKE SUGAR IN YOUR COFFEE, DEAR?
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I suppose I consider the allotment a
challenge really. Forget the Idyll of
producing enough soft fruit and vege-
tables to keep us going all year – any-
thing that reaches fruition is a bonus.
As I struggle up the hill with a wheel-
barrow full of tools, water in a dry
patch of weather, compost or young
plants, I say this is definitely the last
year; I’m getting too old for this. Once
I reach the allotment and look around
at the quiet stillness of the surrounding
countryside all my resolves to stop
melt away and the lure of getting my
hands dirty takes over.
 Every year in early spring this “lure”
kicks in and, not being content to pot-
ter in my little garden and do some-
thing there, the pull of the allotment
becomes hard to resist and the necessi-
ty to catch up with all the jobs I should
have done in late Autumn and winter is
irresistible. After all everyone else up
there has cleared and dug and prepared
and as usual I am way behind. I make
all the usual excuses – it rained a lot, I
was too busy with unexpected visitors,
snow 10 feet high etc. And so the battle
begins and another growing season
starts.
 I am not a gardener who has the
advantage of expert knowledge cor-
rectly applied nor even a gardener with
lucky green fingers, I am more of the
hit and miss variety with the emphasis
on miss. I can manage getting my
broad beans growing in pots at home in

the comfort of the greenhouse, I can
even plant them lovingly in their ap-
pointed spot in the allotment, but after
that they are on their own.  “Must get
round to weeding them” I say as I lose
myself in another job and hey presto!
in no time at all the weeds are outstrip-
ping the beans making the task of re-
covery twice as hard. This pattern
continues throughout all the sowings
and plantings of a variety of vegeta-
bles and by mid-summer all my good
intentions are lost in a sea of weeds.
Then the need to harvest successful

ALLOTMENT v ME



www.ascott-under-wychwood.org.uk Page 11

growth vies with the necessity for
weeding in the time available. Please
let it rain one day this week so that I
can turn my glut of strawberries into
jam or prepare raspberries / blackcur-
rants for the freezer. (We’ll never eat
our way through that lot.) Do I detect a
note of panic – you bet! The bursts of
soft fruit calm down fairly quickly and
you allow yourself a misplaced mo-
ment of smug self-satisfaction as you
close the lid on the freezer. Now where
did that row of carrots disappear to?
Back to the weeding. The need to gar-
ner useful produce goes on until the
first frosts – “that will make the pars-
nips sweet” I cry when really I am
sighing with relief that the growing
season is nearly over. It will continue
during winter but at a much more se-
date pace with produce being available
when I need it not at the “in your face”
style of summer.
 By the end of winter I can still find a
few parsnips and leeks to show that all
the effort from last year was not in
vain. Forget that the French beans
failed, the potatoes were starved of
water and produced nothing larger than
a hen’s egg, the carrot fly made lacy
patterns in the crop and the brassicas
were covered in whitefly. I had a good
crop of onions and encouraged by this
success I vow to do better next year
and keep on top of everything.

Jo Ravenhill

Excellent independent
ensuite rooms

for your friends or relatives
coming to stay

Children welcome.

DID YOU KNOW that
Ascott had its own Post
Office for well over 100
years. The first one was
established by 1881 in the
Churchill Arms, now Sun-
set House. By 1891 the
Post Office had moved to
the present recently re-
stored house opposite the
shop in High Street, where
it remained in the hands of
the same family until at
least 1915.
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Phew. What a scorcher! Do you re-
member that headline? Now it is even
worse. We are in drought conditions. I
have thought of some ways we could
save more water.
 Seventy years ago most people in
Ascott would not have pulled the
chain. They would have dashed from
the back door with the News of the
World newspaper tucked under their
arm to the bottom of the garden, to a
small building, usually next to the pig-
sty.
 Newspapers served a dual purpose.
It encouraged the lower classes to do
more reading, which meant all those
years ago people did more reading and
so were more literate than today. Mat-
ters could be improved for most of us
if the complete works of Shakespeare
were printed on toilet rolls. And it need
not stop with poetry, why not print
music to encourage everyone to play
an instrument.
 Of course a problem would arise
when practising the National Anthem.
Would one be expected to stand up or
remain seated?
 The aim of many little boys and
young men who stagger from the pub
at closing time, is to write their name
in snow. The waste of this precious
fluid should not be encouraged. In the
cottages of Edwardian England, every
morning the contents of the slop pail
were tipped on the cabbage patch or
compost heap.

 When it is really hot, do we really
need to wear clothes? Adam and Eve
wore fig leaves. I am not sure whether
Eve wore three or went topless. There
may not be many fig trees in England.
What trees would be most common
and easily found?  Perhaps the oak,
which would also be patriotic. Hearts
of oak and all that.  Of course there
would always be those among us who
like to brag, and insist on wearing a
rhubarb leaf. For most of us we only
have small credentials of which to
boast. We should remember - from
small acorns great oak trees grow.
 Not wearing clothes would save a
lot of water on wash day.
 Now comes saving water with per-
sonal hygiene. I often see sparrows
washing themselves in deep puddles at
the bottom of Heritage Lane. In fact,
the whole lane is full of deep potholes.
In times of drought, these could be
used as communal bathing stations.
The procedure would be to roll naked
in the dust to remove ticks and other
parasites. Then squat in the puddle
flapping the arms like sparrows do
their wings.
 Many of my neighbours, over the
years, have given time, labour and
money to give Heritage Lane, a decent
surface. To my knowledge, without
any support from the local authorities.
So often we have been told there is
nothing they can do to help, because

DON’T BE A DRIP
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the lane is unadopted and belongs to
no-one.
 In this day and age I think this is
nonsense, or in other words it’s what
makes the grass grow green in Texas.
 I am long in the tooth now but I have
come to realise, money still talks if you
have enough of it!

Fred Russell

DEADLINE FOR

AUTUMN 2012 ISSUE

5TH OCTOBER

PLEASE DON’T BE LATE!

COFFEE MORNING
&

TABLE TOP SALE

Saturday 15th September 2011
10am – 12noon

 at
TIDDY HALL

ASCOTT-U-WYCHWOOD

Please come and join us for a cup of coffee and a chat!
Find some bargains!

Plants, fabrics, cakes, raffle, jewellery, cards and lots more!!!!!!

If you would like to reserve a table, please
ring Sally on 01993 831432 or Ingrid on 01993 830612
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So, the weather wasn’t a balmy Sun-
day afternoon as planned, but the pig
roasts arrived as did the Jazz Band and
Punch and Judy, along with 260 peo-
ple. It was more like “Tent City” up at
the Recreation Ground, three marquees
full of tables and chairs, a marquee for
the food and even more importantly a
gazebo walkway to the bar inside the
Pavilion!!  We were
even lucky to secure an
additional marquee for
some of the children’s
entertainment, although
the Olympics were still
able to take place out-
side. A red white and
blue theme was domi-
nant not only with the
decorations and napkins,
but a lot of people took
advantage of wearing the
colours as well! There
was a “Design an Ascott
Mascot” competition
with Jaffe and Neal
Book vouchers as prizes,
and lots of medals
awarded to the winners
of the Children’s Olym-
pics.
 For those housebound,
Jubilee cupcakes were delivered to
them on the Saturday.
 Whilst Mary, Jacquie Louise and I
have been organising this for the past

year, a lot of people joined us the last
2 months, volunteering their services
in many guises. As ever there are too
many to mention, but you know who
you all are, and “Thank You” to each
and every one of you!  My personal
thanks go to Mary, Jacquie and Louise
and also Richard and Jack, who bril-
liantly organised the Ascott Olympics

for the Children.
 Most importantly we
managed to raise
£1,404.00 which will be
presented to the Parish
Council and put towards
new playground equip-
ment.

Debra Cull

ASCOTT UNDER WYCHWOOD
DIAMOND JUBILEE BIG LUNCH!

Photographs: H Kappen
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TOPSY-TURVEY WEATHER

June seemed to be a dull, wet and cold month, but how bad was it really?

The answer is rather bad! We received 13.1cms of rain compared with an
average, over the previous nine years, of 5.52cms. The only other recent year
that was as wet was 2007 when 13.2cms of rain fell.

Average temperatures were actually not too bad. The average daytime maxi-
mum was 17 centigrade compared with an average, over nine years of 19.8
centigrade. The night average minimum in 2012 was 10 centigrade compared
with the average of 9.8 centigrade.

Will there be a summer this year?

Stuart Fox
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Residents in West Oxfordshire can
now recycle small electrical items at
new depository banks being rolled out
across the District.
 West Oxfordshire District Council
is providing a host of new WEEE
(Waste Electrical and Electronic
Equipment) banks, across the district,
that allow people to recycle minor
electrical items more conveniently.
 The new banks can be used for any-
thing with electrical or electronic parts
from hair straighteners to shavers, and
toys to toasters. These will then be
recycled or refurbished and in turn
reduce waste sent to landfill.
 Cllr David Harvey, Cabinet Mem-
ber for the Environment said: “We are
committed to making the District a
greener place to live by making it more
convenient and accessible to recycle
smaller household items.

NEW BANKS FOR RECYCLING
SMALL ELECTRIC ITEMS

Cllr David Harvey with Waste and
Recycling Officer Emma Farnan

The WEEE Banks will be placed in the following locations:

*Guildenford car park, Burford
*Co-op, Carterton
*Stanmore Crescent, Carterton
*Marsh Lane car park, Clanfield
*Aston Road car park, Ducklington
*Edington Square, Witney
*Sainsbury’s , Witney
*Woodford Way, Witney
*Back Lane car park, Eynsham

 “This will benefit residents, who
previously may have thrown smaller
electrical items in their general rub-
bish bins or had to make a special
journey to a County Waste and Recy-
cling Centre.”
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Three Dave’s in a Boat
Part 3

Lo and behold. Who should be driving
the hoist? George. There he was, still
dressed in his pristine dress code,
along with his glistening black shoes.
Standing up there on the control plat-
form amidst the grease and grime of
the motors and the black diesel fumes
spewing from the engine exhaust, he
looked totally out of place. He slowly
lowered the webbed slings down to the
boat, where two of the marina staff
were on board to place the slings in the
correct position, when they were low-
ered beneath the yacht. We were there
to make sure they did exactly that!  For
insurance purposes it is normal prac-
tice for owners or skippers etc to leave
manoeuvres of this kind to the marina
staff. But by the very nature of things
owners usually want to get involved. I
can certainly associate with this, be-
cause there is no doubt about it, as an
owner, activities of this sort certainly
focus the mind, along with other parts
of the anatomy as you see your second
love; sometimes first love dangling on
high from a marina crane!
 Once satisfied that the slings were
correctly placed, George started the
hoist slowly to put tension on the
slings; we could also sense the tension!
Once the slings are confirmed in the
correct position and the weight of the
boat is transferred to the slings, it is a
legal requirement to get off the vessel
before the full lift commences.

I think this would be an appropriate
time to ask the reader to reflect on the
problems this yacht delivery had
thrown up so far. By rights we should
have been well on our way to Gibral-
tar. But no, here we were in someone
else’s million pound plus yacht, about
to be dangled in webbing slings from
a boat hoist in a sunny La Corunna
marina. What could possibly go
wrong?
 Well guess what!!  I was at the stern
of the yacht, with one of the marina
guys, he was on the starboard side and
I on port, we were watching for the
sling and the “bow shackle” that con-
nected the sling to the hoist cable.
Waiting for it to break surface of the
water as George slowly hoisted up on
the cable. Meanwhile on the bows
Dave (1) along with the other marina
employee were doing the same.
 From my previous experience, I
sensed the hoist was very near to tak-
ing the initial strain of the yacht The
movement of a yacht which occurs just
before a hoist takes the total weight of
its load is a tell tale sign. I had been
quite focused on looking and waiting
for the stern sling to rise out of the
water. Suddenly that focus disap-
peared when I heard Dave (1) shout-
ing. Stop! Stop hoisting. I certainly
heard Dave (1) shout as did the other
chap with me; but I doubt if George
initially heard him, probably due to the
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noisy engine, because the hoist was
still rising to take the strain for at least
another minute or so, after Dave’s
original shout to stop.  That minute or
so before George stopped lifting must
have seemed an eternity to Dave (1)
and it was in that time period damage
was done to the forward port and star-
board gunwales.
 (In the days of wooden ships and
boats; the Gunwale is the top plank of
the ships hull joining at the deck.) This
nautical term continues today irrespec-
tive of a boats construction material.
 After a short period of controlled pan-
ic, we could see the reason why Dave
(1) had shouted for the hoisting to stop.
The large bow shackles connecting the
sling strops to the hoisting cable on
both sides of the yacht had semi-em-
bedded themselves into the fibreglass
and were crushing the hull. In the first
instance we were stumped as to how
this could have happened. Initial
thoughts were that the sling had been
caught up on something under water,
but that was soon dismissed, because
the hoist had taken the weight of the
yachts forward section, hence the
strain on the strop and the subsequent
damage.
 It was only a matter of minutes before
we realised the true cause of the prob-
lem. The lifting strops were too short
for the size of yacht being lifted!!
 Under normal circumstances the
bow shackle, connecting the webbing
lifting strops to the hoist cable would
at the very least be a couple of metres

above the gunwale level and normally
the marina crew would place some
form of protective cushioning between
the lifting strop and the hull of the
vessel.
 George slowly but surely released
the tension on the hull by lowering the
strops, to a level that we were still
“held” in them but with no strain on
the hull. With the strops released we
were able to examine and determine
the extent of damage.
 The hull sections of most modern
yachts are constructed in a “sandwich”
form. Consisting of a substantially
thick layer of fibreglass and gel coat.
Onto this a layer of special high-densi-
ty foam is chemically fixed, followed
by another layer of fibreglass and gel
coat. Thereby forming a “Sandwich”
of material “laid-up” to whatever
thickness the construction specifica-
tion calls for.
 In our situation the bow shackles
had broken through the hull outer lay-
er of Gel coat and fibreglass on both
sides, revealing areas of the internal
layer of foam material and there were
large stress cracks, up to 250mm long
in the gel coat around the crushed area.
This really was more bad news.
 George had by now come down
from the hoist and was on the dockside
looking at the damage the shackles had
done. He certainly wasn’t looking like
the happy George we had come to
know! There was a great deal of inter-
active and heated Spanish language
being bandied between George and his
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staff; as well as lots of arm waving,
shoulder shrugging and upturned
palms. All of which I guess if translat-
ed to English was saying. “Not my
fault boss!!”
 After the initial revelation of the
damage caused by the shackles, we
three Dave’s were back into some form
of a calm and collected phase. Know-
ing that the problem would not cause
the yacht to sink was enough for us to
collectively think about the next step
and the way forward. But for Dave (1)
unfortunately at some point during the
day he would have to contact the
owner/broker and reveal more bad
news to him. Really not a job I would
relish; given the track record so far.
Also George would have to come to
terms with the fact that it was the
marina’s fault and through whatever
procedure the marina would have to
pay for the repairs and I guess there
would be further questions down the
line, concerning the lifting gear!
 The outcome of the “Spanish Parlia-
ment” between George and his men
revealed that the slings being used
were the longest ones they had. So we
would have to carry on using them.
The damage had been done and theo-
retically shouldn’t worsen. One thing
was certain. The yacht had to be lifted
out, in order for the marine mechanic
who was on his way, to replace the
bent shafts and propellers and also now
to make good the hull damage.
 We decided to go through the proce-
dure again. This time we placed planks

with dense foam on either side, to
cushion the damaged areas from fur-
ther damage.  George returned to hoist
and took the strain, there was a good
deal of “creaking” going on, but noth-
ing more untoward taking place. At
the point when the hoist firmly had the
weight of the yacht in the slings, those
of us on the yacht got off onto the jetty
via a dockside ladder. George carried
on lifting until the yacht was com-
pletely out of the water. Seeing the
yacht hanging there in the hoist “she”
looked vulnerable and a lot bigger. All
that needed doing now was for George
to manoeuvre the hoist to the area he
had designated for the yacht to be
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AIRPORT TRANSFERS
THE WITNEY SHUTTLE

OPERATES DAILY,
TIMETABLED, AIRPORT

TRANSFERS FROM CHURCH
GREEN, WITNEY TO

HEATHROW & GATWICK
FROM £48 PP RETURN.

[ASCOTT HOME COLLECTION
SERVICE AVAILABLE FOR

EXTRA COST - PLEASE
CALL/EMAIL FOR DETAILS.]
Visit our website for timetables/fares or call us and we’ll

post a leaflet to you.

WWW.WITNEYSHUTTLE.COM
FREEPHONE: 0800 043 4633

placed; shored and chocked up ready
for the engineer to carry out the work.
I remember saying to myself. Please
let this manoeuvre be completed with-
out the “Jonah” on our backs produc-
ing any more untoward happenings.
From hoisting out; to arriving at the
chosen stowage area took about twenty
nervous minutes, but thankfully for
once the move went by without a hitch
and it didn’t take the marina guys very
long to “shore up” the vessel and to
make her safe.
 I have to tell you. The concern and
concentration on the damage to the
hull had been so focused, that I hadn’t
even thought to look to see how much
damage had been done to the propel-
lers and shafts when the yacht was
hoisted clear of the water. When I did
eventually look, I was astounded at the
level of damage. We were extremely
lucky to have made it into harbour. The
port shaft was bent to a ridiculous an-
gle and the five bladed propeller had
only three blades remaining, two of
those were buckled. The starboard
shaft was also bent, but not to the same
extent as the port shaft and all the
blades were still on the propeller but
every one of them was distorted. It was
just as well the marine engineer was
arriving with a complete set of propul-
sion gear i.e. two new shafts and two
new propellers plus any other equip-
ment required.
 How long it was going to take him to
complete the work was an unknown at
this point in time. Also there was the

fibreglass repair work to be done on
the damaged hull. This would have to
be accessed by a marine surveyor and
repaired on their recommendations. It
would be a couple of days work at the
very least, due to the required “curing
time” of the materials to be used.
 The thought of any time delay was
bugging me, because it began to sink
in, if the repairs took longer than three
days I would not be able to complete
the delivery with my mates. Unfortu-
nately for me there was a small matter
of my “day job” which required me to
be far away from here within the next
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few days. If we could be leaving La
Corunna in a couple of days, that
would leave four days; roughly to
complete the delivery, which was a
realistic timescale, given decent
weather and no further problems. But
if the repairs took any longer, then I
would certainly be looking for a flight
back to UK.
 So with the yacht now firmly and
safely shored up we thanked George
for his efforts and said we would catch
up with him later regarding the damage
caused by the shackles. He was truly
apologetic and told us he would obvi-
ously, on behalf of the marina shoulder
the responsibility. He would write a
report immediately and when Dave (1)
telephoned the Broker/Owner, he
would also speak to them and explain

what had happened. He was also going
to organise someone from the marina
workshops to have a look at the dam-
age within the next couple of hours
and arrange repair work to start as soon
as possible. With that he went off in
the direction of his office, but not be-
fore ordering, the guys who were in-
volved with the lift, to go with him.
Oh! to be a fly on the wall in that office
within the next ten minutes or so! I
wouldn’t understand the language, but
I would certainly understand the mes-
sage!

David Wynters

To be continued……
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WYCHWOODS LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

Our last meeting for the season was on 21st June when John Griffin gave a most
interesting talk about the Development of Oxford Castle. It was also the last
meeting presided over by Sue Jourdan who has been our Chairman for nearly
twenty years. We shall all miss the great support she has given to the Society
but we wish her well in her new home in Norfolk.
 We begin the new season in Milton Village Hall at 7.30.p.m. on Thursday 20th

September when Gordon Ottewell will talk on  The Cotswolds – A Literary
Tour.
 Then in October, following the A.G.M. Alan Watkins will present a slide
show of Packer Slides, The  Photographer of Chipping Norton.  The meeting
will be on Thursday 18th at the Beaconsfield Hall at 7.30.p.m.
 Old and new members are welcome.  Subscriptions  are £9 for an individual
and £12 for a couple which includes a copy of Wychwoods History when
published. Visitor are welcome at any meeting at £2 per head.

More information can be obtained from Wendy Pearse on 831023 or the
WLHS Website www.wychwoodshistory.org

ASCOTT VILLAGE THROUGH TIME

I shall be leading another historical walk around Ascott on Saturday, September
22nd, meeting in Shipton Road outside the Church at 10.a.m. The fee will be £4
and this will include coffee and biscuits in the Church at the end of the walk.
All proceeds will go to the Church Funds.
 Everyone is welcome. If you are interested in the history of our lovely
village, please come and join us. We will collect the fees on the day but if you
have any questions, just ring me on 01993 831023 or email
wendypearse@btinternet.com

Wendy Pearse
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The Sheepwash has been smartened up
with a brand new sign, which illus-
trates in words and drawings the de-
sign and purpose of this piece of
agricultural archaeology.
 Located on a footpath just off the
bends at Ascott Earl,
the sheepwash was
constructed in the
19th century, one of
many across the
country.
 With wool still a
vital part of the
economy, sheep
needed a thorough
cleanup before shearing.
 The sheepwash is a large and quite
deep rectangular stone-lined tank sunk
into the ground.  Water came from the
nearby fishpond via a channel called a
leat, emerging as a small waterfall.
Water depth and outflow were con-
trolled by a sluice at the far end.
 Sheep entered and left the wash on
a ramp; each in turn was held
under the waterfall and their
fleece cleaned.  It was a tough
job for the shepherds and shep-
herdesses, standing waist-deep
in cold water for hours on end.
 The sheepwash is looked after
by the Cotswold Wardens.
 Through Ascott Helpers, I
was asked to repair the old sign’s
frame, but it was badly rotted.
Plan B was a new frame, com-

plemented by a new sign copied from
the original.  Alas, the sign was badly
faded and it took some months for a
new poster to be drawn from scratch.
 Once the new sign was in my hands,
I sharpened my chisels and spent many

happy hours making
a new frame and cas-
ing.  I used close-
grained, well-sea-
soned timber and de-
signed the joints to
resist warping and
lozenging.  Copious
sealant was applied
to the casing to pre-

vent water ingress.  Ventilation and
drain holes will combat condensation.
 So, resplendent in several coats of
forest green, the new sign tells a story
of our agricultural past, a past which
was a great source of local wealth.

Nigel Wild

NEW SIGN FOR THE SHEEPWASH
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Ascott-under-Wychwood Parish Council

The PC would like to say a couple of thank you’s; firstly to those who attended
the Village Meeting held in April.  It is always good to have the support of the
Village.  Secondly to the Jubilee Committee, Debra, Jacqui, Mary and Louise
who made the Jubilee Lunch such a memorable occasion.  Despite the weather
it was a truly fantastic and magical day.
 The PC have met each month and twice in April.  Please remember that there
is no meeting in August and the PC will meet again on Monday 10 September.
 If you have any issues, please do not hesitate to contact either myself as
Parish Clerk or indeed any of the Parish Councillors noted below.

Parish Council:
Rob Morgan (Chairman)    831958
Bridgette Crundwell (Vice)    830671
Laurence Mellor     831182
Philippa Carter      830344
Pauline Marshall     830912
Angela Barnes (Parish Clerk)    01608 641045
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I have just picked up a copy of your
publication The Ascott Grapevine at
my mum’s house in Ascott, (Dolly
Guntrip).
 Although I live in Witney now, I
grew up in Ascott , and in fact lived
there 34 happy years, some of the arti-
cles brought back memories of my
young days, growing up in the fifties
and sixties, attending the village
school, it seems there were many more
children then, most of whom are good
friends to this day.
 Also in the 6 years or so I spent
there, we only had the same 2 teachers,
the formidable and fantastic Miss
Walkinshaw, the lovely Mrs Green and
Mrs Collet the dinner lady,who I be-
lieve came temporarily for a couple of
weeks (before I started) and stayed 40
or more years, I remember no others,
well there were no others, and as far as
I recall never a day off sick was had by
any one of them, in my time anyway,
and we had no telephone or television
or even a radio, no admin staff no
janitor, just the three of them, that was
yer. lot.
 We all used to go down the lane to
the river every day rain or shine, fish-
ing with home made rods and floats,
(no permits required in those days) no
one said we couldn't, Mr Badger( Chris
Badger’s dad) or Mr Edgington would
only ask us to keep to the edge of the
fields at hay making time,and no one
dared disobey these requests.

I can remember every one with great
fondness, Kevin Scully, Walt and Jon-
nie Jeffries,(Bootsy) Reg (Sam) and
Alec Weston, Pete Motimer, (Pedro)
Robert Birnie, Mike Kitchen, Terry
Rainbow, Derek Nutland, (Nelly) Ger-
hard Niehbur, Jonny Watts, Chris and
Pete Badger, Dennis and Pete Moss,
Dereck Trinder, (Bertie) Roger
Barnes, John Hickson, David Cook,
and of course the great Freddie Rus-
sell, who wrote plays for us to perform
as children in the old Tiddy Hall, and
many more, too many to mention,
there were dozens of us, and that’s just
some of the boys, not forgetting the
girls Carol, Irene, and Alice Birnie,
Popsy Tustain, June Souch, Christine,
Sue, and Claire Hickson, Annalisa
Niehbur, Rita Stow, Audrey and Val-
erie Collet, Barbara, Sheila, and Val
Hanks, Mary Cook, Jean Keep, not
forgetting my sister Anne Guntrip,
whose real name is Jennifer, that I
didn't know until I was about 14, when
someone came to our house and asked
for Jennifer, and I said I didn't know
her, and that person said you should do
it’s your sister, and again many more
too many to mention.
 Of course in those days we had 2
pubs the Swan, and the Churchill
Arms, a shop, and a Post Office, I
think a word to sum it up now would
be buzzing, well for a small village I
suppose it was.
 Another thought, it took me a long

RECOLLECTIONS OF VILLAGE LIFE
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time to get used to NOT hearing the
trains rushing through all hours of the
day and night when I moved to the
great big city of Witney, my wife calls
me a townie now because I actually
lock the car, whereas when we first
met I wouldn’t even take the keys out
of the ignition, (Theresa my wife is a
Witney girl born and bred.). Well in
those days if you went to the pub and
left your car outside if some got there
on foot and had perhaps forgotten
something it was the norm to jump in
the nearest friends car and pop back
and get whatever it was that had been
forgotten (how times have changed).
 Another thing that I remembered,
when Sainsburys and Waitrose, and
Sommerfields all started deliveries, in
and around Witney, many people said
to me isn’t that a good idea, I just
laughed to myself and thought back all
those years to Shipton stores (a super-
store by comparison in those days)
they used to deliver 2/3 days a week
around the villages in the 50’s, I think
the Rep was Len Hanks, he would take
orders one day and deliver a couple of
days later, or something like that, we
also had the Coop bread van from
Chipping Norton delivering, John
Bowles the Butcher from Leafield, and
of course not forgetting the old red
lorry of Fosters from Milton, it sold
everything you could possibly think of,
from a parrafin dispenser on the back,
canes for your runner beans, soap pow-
ders, dustbins tied to the side with
string (old elf and safety would have

had a field day) and many other things
in its dark interior that as a child I
could never see, John Hemmings was
the driver and later Basil Pratley, we
had everything, a fish and chip van
came ringing their bell to get your
attention it wasn’t needed because that
was a little highlight, we were waiting
with rumbling tummies, well every-
body likes fish and chips don’t they,
and also would you believe old Trout
Rainbow (that must have been his
nickname) used to come with a horse
and cart, yes you read that right, a
horse and cart, full to overflowing
with fruit and veg, he would wend his
way through the village until he got to
the Swan, and in he used to go for
refreshments, when he left the Swan
for some unknown reason to us chil-
dren that is, he would then head for the
Churchill Arms, (no houses in be-
tween in those days) only the signal
box, well after a short while,(we were
watching,) the horse always without
fail, used to get fed up or hungry or
both, and wander round to the village
green, and of course we children fol-
lowed and there was always a bunch
of bananas or two hanging over the
back, we felt it was our duty to sample
the bananas as a way of quality control
for the rest of the village, wasn’t that
thoughtful for ones so young.

Brian Guntrip
(Gunner to all to this day) Witney
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On Saturday 7th July the beautiful gar-
dens of Wychwood Manor were
thrown open to the public and, despite
torrential rain and gusty winds, the
crowds turned out in
force, and the event
raised a stunning
£2,700 for the vil-
lage church.
 It was a monu-
mental fundraising
achievement and a
much needed boost
to the church coffers
so thank you to everyone who helped
on the day, baked cakes or contributed
plants, donated raffle prizes,  submit-
ted entries for the produce show and
braved the weather to take a rather wet
tour of these lovely gardens.
 Here’s the inside story of the blood
(not much), sweat (quite a lot), and
tears (of joy) that
went in to making the
day happen.
 The first tiny seed
of the idea was sown
last summer by Char-
lotte Wood who bra-
zenly bowled up to
the owners of Wych-
wood Manor – Fiona and Alex Wilmot
Sitwell – and asked if they’d consider
throwing open their gates as a summer
fund-raiser for the church.
 I got together with Kate Kay and
Karen Purvis and the seed germinated

into the idea of a combination bake off
and produce show in the grounds of
the local manor. To our great excite-
ment, Fiona said “Yes!” to everything

we suggested,
showed us where
she thought the mar-
quees could go, of-
fered the services of
her gardeners, and
bent over backwards
to ensure the village
could have an event
to remember.

 Spurred on by her enthusiasm we
set to work, Karen took the helm, I
organized publicity, Kate pulled in
raffle prizes and sponsorship and with
super efficient planning the stalls, so-
liciting raffle prizes and writing big
lists of who could help on the day. Our
regular planning meetings were joined

by Caroline Wright,
Mike Pearce, Char-
lotte Wood and De-
nese Newton who
joined the team with
the job of writing up
the garden’s history
for the programme
and then to organise
it. She went one bet-

ter and got it sponsored and printed by
estate agent Knight Frank (she even
got them to sort out the professional
looking signage you may have seen
all around the village).

WYCHWOOD MANOR OPEN GARDEN
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 Among the many helpers on the day
we must give special mention to those
who set up and ran the various stalls:
the Flyers and produce show entry
forms were brilliantly designed by An-
dy Meaden, and Karen
set up a Facebook page
to publicise the event,
then worked through the
nights to organize a sys-
tem for the entries. She
very cleverly divided up
the main fund-raising
areas so that the plant
stall was masterminded by Mary Fieth
and Kathy Pearce (with Madeleine
Galistan), the beer/Pimms tent fell into
the extremely experienced hands of
John Cull (who called in Roz and Rog-
er Sheppard and John
Bugeja as bar staff on
the day), the cake stall
was ably sorted by
Mary Barnes and Jac-
quie Bujega, and teas
were taken on by De-
nese (who pulled in her
friend Henny to share
the load).  Andy Meaden did a fantastic
job of creating the lovely flyers and
posters that dropped though your doors
and adorned the village notice boards.
 As the big day
approached and it
became clear that
summer wasn’t go-
ing to bother to
come this year, we
started to panic
about parking. The

twins, the Cook sisters who farm the
land surrounding the house very kind-
ly offered to move the livestock
(including an impressively massive
bull) so cars could park in the highest

(therefore driest)
field, and Dave Cook
and his tractor were
called in on standby
to pull out anyone
who might get stuck.
 Once the brilliantly
efficient village mar-
quee-erection teams

of Gareth and Kingsley and the Braith-
waites had swung into action provid-
ing what turned out to be rather
essential shelter, we were – almost –
ready to go. We bunted everything

buntable, stuck pretty
flowers on the paper-
covered bar tables,
made the last few
checks and
tweaks….and then the
heavens opened.
 Seeing as we were
trying to raise funds

for His church, the man in charge
(well, higher in the hierarchy than
Mark Abrey anyway) didn’t make
things very easy for us. At one point

rain was pouring
THROUGH the roof
of the produce mar-
quee, the cake gazebo
flew away (nearly
taking poor Jacquie
with it) and a couple
of cars had to be
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pushed, shoved and
dragged just to get
them IN to the soggy
car park. Mark
Abrey wasn’t the on-
ly one who had to be
tractor-dragged out.
 But somehow it all
worked. The gardens – despite every-
thing – looked immaculate. Loads of
people came (we reckon around 300
adults and scores of children) and ev-
eryone seemed to be enjoying them-
selves.
 More than 100 entries were received
for the Bake-Off and
Produce show – a
good result given the
weather had not been
particularly helpful to
gardeners. Thanks go
to the following judg-
es:

Flowers - Debra Cull
Vegetables  - Mike Pearce and Made-
line Galistan
Baking - June Holmes
Childrens - Pauline Plant and Sally
Walker

 In addition to everyone who helped
man the gates, special
thanks are also due to
Richard Squires a car-
parking supremo for his
car-parking skills, Clive
Fieth for boosting the
coffers significantly with
his auctioneering skills,

Claire and Lawrence Mil-
ner for bringing their
adorable little ice cream
van, and  Ash Ismail
(with tireless Jacquie Bu-
jega) for counting cash
late into the night.
 So huge, huge thanks

to everyone who worked so hard to
make the Open Garden such a big
success – it was a blast!

Louise Woods

The Open Garden Team: Louise
Woods, Karen Purvis, Kate Kay, De-
nese Newton and Charlotte Wood
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BAKING
Victoria Sandwich - Mary Barnes
Plain Scones - Jill Stedeford
Shortbread - Sally Walker
Bread - Maggie Boyd
Jam - Susan Campbell

FLOWERS
Sweet Peas - Madeline Galistan
Single Rose - Sarah Boyd
Lupins - Mark Purvis
Delphiniums - Kate Kay
Strawberries & Cream Flower Ar-
rangement - Brenda Ledger

VEGETABLES
Onions - Kate Kay
Courgettes - Denese Newton
Lettuce - Mark Purvis
Potatoes - Mark Purvis
Chard/ Spinach - Charlotte Wood

CHILDRENS  (8 and under)
Garden on a plate - Clyde Kay
Animal from Vegetables - Alice New-
ton
Cup Cakes - Daisy Cambray
Decorated Biscuits - Rupert Smith
Decorate a Flowerpot - Rebecca
Chilcott

CHILDRENS (9-15)
Garden on a plate - Isobel Newton
Animal from Vegetables - Isaac
Woods
Cup Cakes - Emma Purvis
Decorated Biscuits - Alice Abrey
Decorate a Flowerpot - Alice Abrey

2012 PRODUCE SHOW CLASS WINNERS

Photographs: Kate Kay
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An acquaintance in Milton recently
told me that she often envies Ascott
residents because of the  fun that we
have when we get together in the Tid-
dy Hall. Well the events held over the
1st and 2nd of June to celebrate the
Centenary of the hall would have made
her green with envy.
 Friday evening saw a tremendous
gathering  to remember the elements of
life in Ascott that were so important to
Reginald Tiddy. As the evening
opened he might have been surprised
to have seen himself on stage, reclin-
ing in his deckchair, represented by
Harry Kappen, resplendent (and rather
warm) in tweed jacket and plus fours.
 Revd. Mark Abrey started the eve-
ning by bestowing his blessings upon
the event and leading the way as we
raised our glasses in a toast to the
memory of Reginald Tiddy.  This was
followed by Wendy Pearse reminding
us about Reginald and his life in As-
cott.  After Wendy, came Nick Sala-
man from Trinity College Oxford who
spoke very amusingly about
Reginald’s time there.
 Now it was time for some music and,
especially for the occasion, Mark Pid-
geon had written a new song called
‘Remembrance’ which did just that
and recalled the war which took Regi-
nald Tiddy’s life. Mark, accompanied
by Dave Menday and the Ascott Song-
sters gave a brilliant performance and

I am sure that this is a song that we
will enjoy again and again.
 An event such as this would not be
the same without Jim Pearse sharing
his memories of life in Ascott and this
time Jim took us back to the 1940s in
his usual evocative way.
 Folk dancing was Reginald’s pas-
sion and he had been a keen researcher
into the world of Morris. We were
privileged to be graced by the compa-
ny of both The Eynsham Morris and
The Charlbury Morris who now erupt-
ed into the hall and with much waving
of scarves, jingling of bells and clash-
ing of sticks they entertained us with
their first selection of dances.
 When order had been restored, The
Bard of Ascott  aka  Fred Russell
spoke of his Ascott memories and en-
tertained us with some of his legend-
ary poetry.
 We were delighted to welcome Paul
Weaving who reminisced about The
Folk Club which has played such an
important part in the history of the
Tiddy Hall.  He was a perfect introduc-
tion to ‘Bring us good cheer’ a new
folk song written by Daphne Abe and
performed for us all by the Ascott
Songsters.
 After a packed first half it was time
for refreshments.
 The second half was opened by Car-
ol Angier who explained the history of
the now famous Ascott Pantos and
which have their roots in Mummer’s

100 YEARS OF TIDDY HALL
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Plays and by way of demonstration we
were wonderfully entertained with a
real traditional Mummer’s Play fol-
lowed up by a return of the Morris
Dancers for another set.
 Reginald would have recognised all
of the entertainment so far but would
have been surprised by a change in
tempo as John Bujega on his electric
guitar had us all clapping along to a
rock number.  Mark and Dave returned
for another couple of songs before the
formal part of the evening was con-
cluded in traditional style with Tony
Collins singing ‘Wild Mountain
Thyme’.  The evening then moved into
‘open mike’ mode with the Morris
Men continuing the entertainment with
more folk singing.
 Altogether this was a great evening
and as ever huge thanks must go to all
who made it possible. The only sad-
ness was that Roger Sheppard, who
does so much for the Tiddy Hall, was
unwell and unable to join us. It was
great to see him up and about again at
the Trinity Arms but that is another
Ascott event to be reported!

Tim Lyon

DID YOU KNOW that
the Post Office had a brief
stay in Corner House, High
Street, before moving to the
north side of Church Close
opposite the garage. Then the
White family in Centuries
House, London Lane, were
postmaster and mistress from
1926 until 1945.

Opening hours:
Mon.-Fri. 9am - 5.30pm (Closed 1-2)

Saturday 9am - 1.00pm

Friday 2.00pm - 4.00pm (Bank Holi-
days Excepted)

We have a good selection of Greeting
Cards, Stationery,

Agents for Dry Cleaners
We will be pleased to see you
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GROVES SHOP
AND DIY CENTRE

SELLING A WIDE RANGE OF BUILDING AND DIY PRODUCTS

: PLUMBING    : ELECTRICAL    : IRONMONGERY   : TOOLS
: HEAVY BUILDING MATERIALS   : BRICKS   : BLOCKS
: AGGREGATES   : CEMENT, PLASTER ETC

NEW IMPROVED GARDENING SECTION INCLUDING A
RANGE OF SEEDS, TOOLS, COMPOST, FEEDS ETC.
SMALL SELECTION OF ANIMAL FOOD AND NEW HARD-
WARE SECTION.

TRY US FIRST IF YOU CAN’T SEE WHAT
YOU WANT WE WILL TRY AND GET IT.

Open : Monday to Friday 7am - 5pm and Saturday 8am - 12pm

Shipton Road
Milton-under-Wychwood

Tel: 01993 830302
Email : info@alfredgroves.co.uk
Web : www.grovesdiyshop.co.uk
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Wychwood Library has moved in the
21st century with the introduction of a
Self Service machine. We are one of
the first of the smaller libraries to have
this, rather Tardis looking, facility in-
stalled and it will change the way
books are issued and returned by you,
our customers.
 Transactions are mostly dealt with
speedily, but there is, of course, the
odd hiccup. Not all of our stock is
“tagged” with the nec-
essary chip as yet but it
is amazing to be able to
place a whole pile of
books into the
machine’s mouth and
watch the screen tick
each item either onto
or off your account.
There is more privacy
as well and there are
also options on the
machine to change the screen saver to
a more child friendly one, a lion or fish
swimming, to make the print size larg-
er or to give you instructions in another
language. And, most important of all,
we will be available to help so just
remember to bring your library card
with you when you next visit and give
it a go.
 These machines are being installed
into every library across Oxfordshire.
 This is the time of the year to an-
nounce the very exciting Summer
Reading Challenge for our younger

readers, with the theme being “The
Story Lab”. This involves a reading
challenge across the globe to recover
three lost items to help Prof. Cortex to
boost the imagination of the Story
Lab. So go for gold this summer at
Wychwood Library and end up at the
Olympic Park for your prizes, certifi-
cate of completion and your gold med-
al. We have lots of new books for you
to read during the summer hols so that
you start the new school year ahead of

the game with your
reading skills. We had
such a successful
Reading Challenge
last year we hope that
you all will join in
again this time.
 Look out also for ac-
tivities in the Library
during the summer
holidays such as a

bedtime story night, a sports hero
colouring morning and the certificate
and medal presentation to reward you
for finishing the Summer Reading
Challenge.
 Very many thanks to all of our cus-
tomers who donated books for the
Milton Summer Fete. Such good
books we made £290, half of which is
passed on to the fete committee and
the rest is used to purchase new books
for the Library.
 Look out in September for the eight
week “Mindfulness” programme

WYCHWOOD LIBRARY

Bethani Everett, 11 and Arianna Baker, 4
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where we will work through Mark
Williams’ book, “Mindfulness: a prac-
tical guide to finding peace in a frantic
world”. This is a follow-up to the two
“Introductions to Mindfulness” ses-
sions that we have held here in the
Library.
 There is also a new discussion forum
in the Library, “The Wychwood Cir-
cle”, which is open to all, where we
explore what we believe and what we
believe in. This group meets on the
first Sunday of the month at 7pm. For
more information, please contact
david.soward@gmail.com

 This time last year we were worried
about the long term prospects for
Wychwood Library. With the intro-
duction of the Self Service facility, we
know that we will not close but we do
still need you to make use of the Li-
brary. We have lots of new and old
favourite titles on our shelves so there
is no need to spend money on your
holiday reads. Please also ask us about
downloading “E-reading” books to
your IPads etc. We can help you.

 Come and visit us at Wychwood
Library.

Ruth Gillingham

Opening Times:

Monday: 2.00pm to 7.00pm

Tuesday:  Closed

Wednesday: 9.30am to 1.00pm
 2.00pm to 5.00pm

Thursday: Closed

Friday: 2.00pm to 7.00pm

Saturday: 9.30am to 1.00pm

DID YOU KNOW the
Post Office then became es-
tablished in the bottom
house of the top row in
Church View before enter-
ing a specially constructed
building inside the pound
where it was run by Harry
Mortimer.

To advertise in our Local
Business Directory (see page
67), please contact Wendy
Pearse 01993 831023 or

wendypearse@btinternet.com.
The cost is  £5 per year but

inclusion is free for our
existing advertisers.
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This is a tale of two species, one in
decline and the other a success story.

The Hedgehog
Like many of my somewhat senior
generation my earliest recollection of
learning to read was cen-
tred round the books of
Beatrix Potter with her
tales of animals acting
out human activities. In
particular I was always
fascinated by Mrs Tig-
gy-Winkle who worked
as a washerwoman, as it
seemed unlikely that such a squat,
prickly, short-legged, creature could
ever do the laundry. I was lucky be-
cause as a child, hedgehogs were fairly
commonplace and I was often able to
see and handle one, of course with
parental warnings that they were cov-
ered in fleas!
 Today things have changed. How of-
ten do I see a hedgehog, even one
squashed on the road? The answer is
very occasionally. Hedge-
hog surveys have been
notoriously unreliable,
possibly because hedge-
hogs are mainly nocturnal
and rather secretive crea-
tures, but in the 1950’s
the British population was
estimated at 30 million,
by 1995 the estimate had fallen to

1.5million. Today this figure may be
even lower.
 Why such a massive decline? There
are many factors involved; certainly
changes in land use has played a major
part with loss of hedgerows, agricul-

tural intensification, re-
duction of permanent
pasture, more roads and
housing developments.
Gardeners too have
played their part in re-
ducing suitable habitats
because of smaller more
enclosed gardens, fewer

hedges and more fences. Garden
ponds too, with their steep sides and
no means of escape can be an addition-
al hazard. Competition with other
mammals, particularly Badgers,
whose population has been increasing,
may be a problem. Not only do Bad-
gers and Hedgehogs share the same
foods and foraging areas, but Badgers
are also the natural predators of
Hedgehogs. Other hazards that face

them include; netting, win-
ter bonfires, road-side rub-
bish such as tin cans, the
plastic rings from ‘6 packs’
and cattle grids.
 Baby Hedgehogs
(Hoglets) are born from
May onwards and in a good
season two litters may be

produced each containing 4 to 7
young. These are weaned at 4 to 6

NATURE NOTES
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weeks and at this stage will weigh
around 120g, compared with 800g for
a mature adult. Weight is important,
especially for any late second litters as
a hedgehog needs to accumulate ex-
cess fat in order to survive hibernation.
Any that weigh  less than 450g are very
unlikely to survive the winter. It has
been estimated that 19% die between
birth and weaning and a further 28%
do not survive hibernation.
 Hedgehogs forage at night, often
travelling over a mile in search of
earthworms, beetles, slugs and eggs
from ground nesting birds. Each
Hedgehog will have a ‘home territory’
extending up to 100 acres, although
many hedgehogs will share an area as
they are not territorial. If you have a
resident Hedgehog they will help keep
your garden free of pests and will wel-
come a dish of dog or cat food. Please
never feed them with bread and milk!
Whilst writing this I have received
reports of a Hedgehog patrolling a gar-
den in London Lane and I’ve seen one
healthy youngster whilst walking the
dog.

Collared Dove
The Collared Dove has made remark-
able progress colonising new territory.
Eighty years ago this Dove was absent
from most of Europe, including Brit-
ain. It is thought to be native to north-
ern India. By the 16th century it had
established a population in the Bal-
kans, but for an unexplained reason in
the 1930’s it began an explosive ex-
pansion northwards and westwards.

By 1936 it
was estab-
lished in
the Czech
republic,
in 1940 it
had moved
into Poland, Germany followed in
1943, Holland in 1947, Denmark in
1948, Sweden in 1949, France in
1950, Belgium and Norway in 1952
and Ireland in 1959, finally reaching
Iceland in the 1970’s.
 The Collared Dove arrived in Brit-
ain in 1955 and was first recorded in
Norfolk. During the early years their
numbers doubled annually and by
1964 the estimated population was
19,000 which included 3,000 breeding
pairs. By 1970 the estimated number
of breeding pairs had risen to 25,000
and today their total population has
stabilised at about 298,000 birds cov-
ering most of the country with particu-
lar concentrations within the urban
areas.
 Their success seems to be brought
about by their willingness to associate
with man and his environment, ex-
ploiting our parks and gardens as an
ideal habitat. They can be quite territo-
rial, chasing smaller birds away from
feeding sites and other doves away
from areas where they are nesting.
 In a good season four broods are
produced each year, consisting of two
chicks, which are incubated by both
adults for two weeks in a rather scrap-
py nest consisting of little more than a
rough platform of twigs. The adult’s
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And Finally
This may not please anyone keeping
chickens, but it has been a great plea-
sure watching a family of five young
Fox cubs, play fighting in the sun,
from my kitchen window.  I think that
they have now dispersed to the sur-
rounding countryside.

Stuart Fox

diet is quite varied and will include a
wide range of seeds and berries and
even the occasional caterpillar. The
nestlings are fed on protein rich ‘crop
milk’ that is regurgitated by the adults.
The young are fledged in as little as
three weeks and can be recognised as
they lack the adults’ collar markings.
When they’re not breeding they may
be found in small flocks in gardens,
fields, parks and farmyards especially
if there is an abundant supply of food.
The only downside of their population
explosion seems
to be a decline in
the numbers of
their smaller rel-
ative, the Turtle
Dove, which
was once a rea-
sonably com-
mon summer
visitor.

DEADLINE FOR

AUTUMN 2012 ISSUE

5TH OCTOBER

PLEASE DON’T BE LATE!
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What a great term we’ve had!

We have had such a busy term celebrating the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee,
Curriculum Enrichment Week and a fun packed sports day ...

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebrations
All the staff dressed in 50s clothing, from Grease
Pink Ladies,to poodle skirts and saddle shoes.
The children looked just as fantastic, dressing in
red, white and blue to celebrate the Queen’s Jubi-
lee. We decorated the whole school, and turned
the playground in to one big 50s tea party, with
bunting and flag table cloths. We all ate tradition-

al 50s party food, some of which the children had never tasted before! All in all,
we had an amazing time, sang our National Anthem and really got in the spirit
of things.

Curriculum Enrichment Week
We choose a different theme each year, and this year
we thought we’d celebrate the Olympics being held
in the UK. It certainly was a popular choice. We have
learnt all about the origins of the Olympics, tasted
Greek food and made mosaic picture frames. We
really enjoyed making our laurel head bands and
gold, silver and bronze medals. All in all, we have

had a wonderful, busy and fun week.

Olympic Sports Day ...
Sports day was an all day event at school this year. Following
the Olympic theme, the whole school marched through the
village to Ascott Playing Field, each school house represent-
ing a country from the games; UK, China and USA. We had
an opening ceremony making the 5 Olympic human rings. As
well as our track and field events, parents and children en-
joyed a picnic, and the day finished with Evelyn Smith and
Rachel Purvis representing China as the overall point winners
on the podium.

Congratulations and well done to all the children and families for a great day.

WINDRUSH VALLEY SCHOOL
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Who was Reggie Tiddy?

Brought up in Margate where his fa-
ther ran a school Tiddy later attended
Tonbridge School but it was when he
became a Don at Oxford that he and his
father moved to Ascott and took over
Priory Cottage in Priory Lane. His
mother, to whom he was very close,
died when he was only sixteen, but
possibly she was the pivot who sent
them into this area. She had been the
daughter of a farmer from Ramsden
and Tiddy was very interested in his
family roots both here and his father’s
predecessors in Cornwall. His prime
interest was folk history and he was
already an ardent collector of Mum-
mers Plays from all parts of the coun-
try. Meeting Cecil Sharp the great folk
song and dance collector, stirred
Tiddy’s interest in this other aspect of
the rural past and he soon turned his
talents to adding these to his repertoire.
A very approachable man, able to con-
verse freely with rich and poor alike,
he soon became a friend to all the
village and through that friendship
caused the re-emergence of the old
morris and folk dancing in Ascott
which had prevailed in the past. He
met the elderly William Honeybone
who was one of these earlier dancers
and like Tiddy, I once held the bells
which William Honeybone had danced
with in the 1850s.

But where should these dancers prac-
tise? Mr Kinvig, the headmaster at the
school was a keen dancer and initially
they practised in the school. But Tiddy
decided that drastic action was needed.
He purchased the land, had the origi-
nal Hall built and inside it, a purposely
made sprung floor for dancing.
 However the Hall was known as the
Reading Room and this may have been
another reason for its erection. Once in
Ascott, Tiddy had become friendly
with Lord Sanderson Furness who at
the same time was having his house
built in Chestnut Close, now the vastly
enlarged Wychwood Manor.  Lord
Sanderson and his wife Averil were
great advocates for the education of
the working man. A prime mover at
Ruskin College, the working man’s
college in Oxford, and an enthusiastic
supporter, with Averil, of the newly
established Workers’ Educational As-
sociation, Ascott through their influ-
ence became one of the first centres of
the WEA. And where would they hold
their classes? In the newly built Read-
ing Room of course.
 All sorts of WEA classes were held
in the Hall from Social and Political
History, Geology and Literature to
First Aid, Cooking and Hygiene and
the support of the villagers was im-
mense.
 So the Reading Room became a
major feature in Ascott. As well as the
folk dancing and WEA classes, there

WHO WAS REGGIE TIDDY?
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was a Doctor’s Clinic and a Dentist’s
Clinic with a permanent dentist’s chair
which must have churned many a
stomach. The usual functions were al-
so held, dances and meetings, fund
raising, whist drives etc. under the
reins of the Hall Committee.  An early
member of the committee was Mrs
Honeybone who lived at the time in
Mary Barnes’ cottage. Her son Ralph
was Tiddy’s batman when they both
went off to serve in the trenches of the
Great War and was the last Ascott
villager to see Tiddy alive. Another
Honeybone son, William, was also a
casualty of that catastrophic War.
Someone else in the village who was
an early Secretary on the Committee
was Ethel Smith. Brought by Lady
Sanderson from the London Hospital
to run the May Home which provided
rest and recuperation for poor working
class women, it was established in
what is now Ascott Earl House. Ethel
served the Committee until 1916 when
she left for Malta to become Assistant
Matron at the largest hospital on the
island where men from the Egyptian
and Middle Eastern campaigns were
treated.
 Ralph Honeybone
when he returned
from the War, also
joined the Commit-
tee along with vari-
ous other villagers.
The Folk Dancers
were re-established
and became re-
nowned all over the

area performing at all manner of func-
tions up until the start of the 2nd World
War.
 Tiddy had left the Hall in the safe
hands of Lord and Lady Sanderson and
this situation continued until 1927
when Lord Sanderson informed the
Committee running the Hall, that he
and his wife, after their deaths, would
leave the Hall in the hands of Trustees.
This would ensure that it could never
be sold and would be used, as Tiddy
had intended, for the working people
of Ascott. The name Tiddy Hall was
duly adopted and in late 1927 the Tid-
dy Memorial was unveiled in the Hall,
paid for with various donations from
Tiddy’s friends to Ascott villagers.
 And so in 1927 the new Committee
began running the Hall in the manner
in which it was to continue. They cov-
ered all repairs, inside and out, the
hiring out of the Hall, payment of
cleaner and groundsman, purchase of a
new piano, chairs and tables and other
equipment and generally raising funds
by way of dances, whist drives etc.

CHIMNEY SWEEP
Bertie the    Sweep
Open Fires / Wood burners / Flue Sweeping
Prompt, Clean and Efficient
Nests Removal - Bird Guards / Cowls Fitted
Chimney Pots Supplied and Fitted - Fully Insured
ICS Member 411 - Certificates Issued

Tel: 01993 899143  Mob: 07954 180371
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 The 2nd World War brought the need
for frames for the windows for the
blackout curtains and the Hall was
used for the drilling of the Home
Guard. Later a troop of Pioneers was
billeted in the Hall but because the
Hall was then unavailable to the villag-
ers, the troops arranged dances on Fri-
day nights, one of the organisers being
Bill Owen, later to become famous as
Compo of Last of the Summer Wine.
 1945 and the cessation of hostilities
brought the need for new curtains for
which they not only needed to find the
cost but also the voluntary gift of cou-
pons from the parishioners, since ma-
terial was still on ration.
 And on a final note which today may
give us food for thought – or maybe
not.  Mr Jackson the caretaker was to
be paid  6d  a time, in old money, to
empty the lavatory bucket!

Wendy Pearse

DID YOU KNOW that
Hazel Tustian completed
Ascott’s Post Office history
in a purpose built property
on the present site of Tony
& Lyn Collins house in
Shipton Road.

Annie’s Curtains and Blinds

Beautiful, hand-made soft furnishings.
Alterations, relining, recovering.

Friendly, local service.

For a no obligation quote, please call
us on

Telephone:  01993 830687
Mobile:  07989 497253

www.anniescurtainsandblinds.co.uk

To advertise in our Local
Business Directory (see page
67), please contact Wendy

Pearse 01993 831023 or
wendypearse@btinternet.com.

The cost is  £5 per year but
inclusion is free for our

existing advertisers.
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IT COULD BE YOU!!!!
ASCOTT VILLAGE SHOP LOYALTY DRAW

As a reward to our customers, last September we
introduced a..

FREE MONTHLY DRAW
Every customer gets one free entry for each £5
spent, for example if you spend £20 you receive 4
free entries.  At the end of each month, we typically
have between 600 and 900 entries, a random num-
ber generator selects the winning numbers. Our
objective is to give a loyalty payback to our custom-
ers and this seemed a simple, fair system. Clearly
our regular customers spend more in the shop and
consequently have a higher number of free entries
and  hence improve their chances of winning. Since
we introduced the idea we have had 20 different
winners, and as luck would have it, all from our
village! The shop has given out over £300 in free
vouchers.

So.....come on, increase your own chances.....
keep shopping!

EACH MONTH ...1st PRIZE £20 Voucher...
2nd PRIZE £10 Voucher
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ASCOTT-UNDER-WYCHWOOD
PRE-SCHOOL FAMILY FUN DAY

Children, staff, parents and visitors made the most of the (very lucky!) break in
the rain to enjoy this year's Family Fun and Sports day on June 30th.   The
children showed off their sporting skills in a wide range of Olympic-themed
races, proudly wearing their medals for the remainder of the day and the 'Little
Dancers' group put on a great display of some of the routines learnt over the
term.  Visitors enjoyed browsing the wide range of stalls, from home produce
to toys and books and were delighted with the huge variety of cakes, biscuits
and other goodies rustled up by the Pre-school families.   A bouncy castle,
jousting horse and obstacle course helped add to the fun!

A great time was had by all and the Pre-school thanks everyone for their support.

Liz Matthews
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Following West Oxfordshire District
Council’s decision earlier this year to
decline planning permission for the
Swan, those of us who have actively
campaigned to keep the pub open, be-
lieve it would be helpful to summarise
the history of events linked with the
pub since its closure in June 2010. In
this update, we would also like to ad-
dress the many rumours that have been
circulating in recent months.
 You may recall that in December
2010, the owner, Richard Lait submit-
ted a planning application to convert
the main building to residential use,
accompanied by a proposal to convert
the stable block into an alternative pub.
There were around 60 letters of objec-
tion sent to WODC from within the
village, the PC objected and the plan-
ning officer recommended refusal, as a
result of which Richard withdrew the
application.
 Throughout 2011 The Swan was on
the market with Colliers International
at an asking price of £695,000 howev-
er, this arrangement seems to have
ended and any interested parties are
now requested to speak to Richard di-
rect. During this period, a number of
people have shown interest in buying
the pub, unfortunately none of these
expressions of interest has resulted in a
sale.
 In December 2011, a further applica-
tion was submitted for planning per-
mission to build a new dwelling house

THE SWAN - WHAT’S THE STORY?

on the pub’s existing car park and
stable block.  There were a number of
concerns expressed about the impact
of such a development on the future
viability of The Swan and again a
significant number of letters of objec-
tion were sent to WODC.  After two
deferrals of the application it was fi-
nally refused by WODC in March on
the recommendation of the planning
officer.
 One of the key questions for all
concerned is whether the pub is viable
and able to be run as a going concern.
A number of statements and opinions
have been expressed on this subject
with some people questioning whether
it is still worth trying to save The
Swan.  In order to address this ques-
tion, we recently obtained a report on
the viability of The Swan from a qual-
ified surveyor with 40 years experi-
ence of working in the pub trade.  He
concluded that there is no reason why
The Swan could not be operated by
new owners as a profitable business
and that with a suitable marketing
strategy and at a sale price that reflects
the pub’s current market valuation,
The Swan would be an attractive prop-
osition for a new committed
owner/manager.
 There has also been some specula-
tion that a group of parishioners might
be putting together a business proposi-
tion to buy The Swan and run it as a
community enterprise.  Although the
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possibly of doing this has been consid-
ered as one of many options, this has
never been a serious proposition and it
is very unlikely to be the solution.
Although there have been some suc-
cessful community buy-outs of public
houses in other villages in the country,
the funding and day to day operation of
The Swan is not something which
could easily be achieved from within
the village.
 Associated with the idea of a com-
munity buy-out, there have also been
some concerns expressed about wheth-
er the village shop might be relocated
to the site of The Swan to create an
integrated shop and pub facility at the
centre of the village.  Again, while
there was at one stage some remote
speculation about this in the context of
the viability of a community buy-out
option, this has never been more than
an idea and would not be put forward
seriously without prior consultation
with the shop committee and the vil-
lage as a whole.
 The position remains that the pub
benefits from being an attractive prop-
erty in a lovely location in the
Cotswolds. The Swan is also recogn-
ised under town and country planning
law and policy as an important village
community facility which, for so long
as it remains viable as a potential busi-
ness opportunity, is entitled to have
that viability protected for the long
term benefit of the village in order to
allow time for a new owner/manager to
be found and for the pub to reopen.

The questionnaire circulated by the
Parish Council last year demonstrated
that there remains a strong desire in
the village for The Swan to be protect-
ed and to open again (of the 56% of
people who returned the question-
naire, 97% confirmed that they want a
pub in the village).
 We are therefore pleased to report
that following a recent discussion with
Richard, we have agreed to work to-
gether to promote The Swan to poten-
tial future owners or investors. We
have also clarified some of the per-
ceived obstacles to a sale of the pub,
such as the required repairs to the roof
and the 'VAT matter' and now believe
that there are constructive solutions to
these issues.
 We would welcome any support
that you might be able to offer to help
The Swan reopen for business as soon
as possible.

Please feel free to send any com-
ments to:

Nick Carter, John Cull, Roger
Shepherd, Richard Smith, Michael
Tucker & Paul White on email:
ascottpubgroup@wowmatters.com
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Words like Superfast, cable, fibre and
ADSL2 are becoming increasingly fa-
miliar to those City dwellers given the
benefits of high speed broadband con-
nectivity. But for those living and
working in the more rural parts of the
Oxfordshire countryside, many of
those words will remain a mystery as
next generation broadband is likely to
be at best a long time in coming or at
worst never available.
 For local entrepreneur Hugo Picker-
ing, CEO of Cotswolds Broadband,
this lack of speed at every level is
driving his plans for creating a proper
community-centric, fibre-based broad-
band service direct to people’s homes.
Cotswolds Broadband will provide
high speed fibre optic connectivity by
deploying a Fibre to the Premises
(FttP) infrastructure to up to 9,000
premises in the Chipping Norton area
of West Oxfordshire including villages
and hamlets considered by BT and
other providers to be commercially
unviable. BT recently announced that
they would be connecting some

3,000 homes in Chipping Norton at
some time in the future, which still
leaves whole areas unconnected.
 Hugo and others in the industry have
become alarmed at some of the alter-
natives now being offered around the
UK, based on inferior technologies,
restrictive and expensive contracts,
environmentally unsound and unsus-
tainable funding models.
 Cotswolds Broadband’s own busi-
ness model is unique and has now had
the first tranche of funding agreed by
DEFRA through their Rural Commu-
nity Broadband Fund. The Cotswolds
Broadband prospectus (under the En-
terprise Investment Scheme), will be
launched in September and Hugo said:
“We will deliver the next generation of
broadband from our own infrastruc-
ture without having to build hundreds
of ugly masts all over the countryside,
and which will deliver future proof
Fibre Optic cable direct to the home.”
 He added: “We believe our Commu-
nity Investment programme will be of
interest to those individuals and

COTSWOLDS COMMUNITIES INVITED TO TAKE
CONTROL OF THEIR CONNECTED FUTURE
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organisations based in West Oxford-
shire who, like me, are frustrated by
the lack of investment by telecom pro-
viders in rural areas which will nega-
tively impact on our local economy.
We collectively have to take control of
our own connected future if we are to
be competitive and to have our lives
enhanced by all the benefits that next
generation broadband will bring.”
 In September, Cotswolds Broad-
band will be holding a ‘Demo Event’
in Ascott-Under-Wychwood at which
local residents and business owners
can learn more about how to get in-
volved with the project, how fibre optic
broadband works and how they can get
connected.

For further details and Roadshow
dates please visit :

www.cotswoldsbroadband.co.uk or
follow them on Twitter
@cotswoldsbb and Facebook
(www.facebook.com/CotswoldsBB)

For further press information, in-
terviews and quotes from residents
and businesses, please contact
Belinda Boyd at 20-20 PR on 01793
780780/07831 488777 or email
belindaboyd@2020pr.com.

FARMERS MARKETS
Moreton in Marsh

Every Tuesday 9.00am - 1.00pm
Stow on the Wold

2nd Thursday of every month 9.00am - 1.00pm
Charlbury
3 monthly
Witney

3rd Wednesday of every month 9.00am - 1.00pm
Woodstock

1st Saturday of every month 9.00am - 1.00pm
Chipping Norton

3rd Saturday of every month 9.00am - 1.00pm
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VILLAGE CHARITY COLLECTION BOX

For several years the Village Charity has had a collection box on the counter in
the Village Shop collecting your small change and using this money to help
fund various charitable projects within the Parish. Although the individual sums
donated are small, over the course of a year these have amounted to between
£150 and £200.

Unfortunately, not everyone wants to give to the Charity!
During June 3rd someone decided to remove the tin and its contents from the
shop counter. I’m pleased to say that they did not gain very much financially as
the collecting tin had been emptied recently and when I checked its contents on
the previous evening there was only £6-£7 in coins.

Although this is a petty theft we have reported it to the Police and our local
PCSO will be investigating and following up some of our suspicions

I can only hope that the miscreant reads this and feels ashamed.

Ascott Village Charity

ASCOTT CHARITY 10K MULTI-TERRAIN RUN
and 5K FUN RUN

Preliminary announcement

Please put a note in your diaries

Our charity 10k run & 5K fun run will be held on 28th Octo-
ber at a venue to be confirmed

All proceeds will be donated to the Tiddy Hall

Start Training now!
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Zebra foal shows off its tiny stripes!

Keepers were surprised when one of the old-
est Zebras in the group fell pregnant. The as
yet unnamed foal was born on 5th June to
twelve year old first-time mother Sarah. As
one of the lowest ranking females in the
group, Sarah hadn’t previously shown any
signs of interest in mating with Dampy, the
foal’s father, so it was to some surprise when
she became pregnant.  Usually dominant fe-
males within the group give birth, so the foal
is an unexpected delightful addition to the
herd.
     The new foal shares its large paddock not
only with its family of Chapman’s Zebras
(Equus burchellii chapmanni) but with three
White Rhinos. Both fascinating species have

been at the Park for over thirty years and this latest arrival marks the Park’s
forty- fifth Zebra birth.

Curator of Cotswold Wildlife Park, Jamie Craig, said: “We are always
delighted with any birth at the Park, but to arrive at work to the sight of a
new born foal gambolling around the Zebra and Rhino paddock was espe-
cially satisfying. Watching the youngster settling in with the herd and
familiarising itself with the Rhino under the watchful eye of its mother, was
a real treat for the visitors on the day. We look forward to watching it
develop, hopefully with slightly more “African” weather!”

www.cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk
Burford, Oxon, OX18 4JP

(mid way between Oxford & Cheltenham)
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Despite the current hot spell, now is a
good time to prepare for the colder
winter weather.
 West Oxfordshire District Council is
offering a grant for residents who
struggle to keep their homes warm
through the winter.
 The grant is specifically for house-
holds that are claiming benefits, people
who are over 60 or those with a disabil-
ity, that are finding it financially diffi-
cult to carry out essential repairs to
keep their homes warm.
 Limited funding is available for the
following types of work:

*  Draft proofing doors and
windows

*  Secondary glazing
*  Replacing loft hatches with

insulated hatches
*  Clearing lofts to allow them

to be insulated
*  Installing improved heater

controls, such as thermo-
static radiator valves

 Cllr David Harvey, Cabinet Member
for Environment, said: “Many house-
holds struggle to keep their homes well
insulated as fuel prices rise. Having a
warm home is vital, especially for our
most vulnerable residents and we hope

that these grants will help to make a
real difference, as well as bringing
down the cost of expensive energy
bills.”
 The work is carried out by the
Council’s Home Improvement Agen-
cy Small Repair Service, who can also
help you with a range of property re-
pairs.
 The Council can also offer Flexible
Home Improvement Loans for essen-
tial home repairs.

Terms and conditions apply, so to find
out if you are eligible,   contact the
Home Improvement Agency on 01993
861000, or visit us online
at: www.westoxon.gov.uk/environme
nt/HIA

West Oxfordshire District Council

GRANTS TO KEEP HOMES WARM THIS WINTER

DEADLINE FOR

AUTUMN 2012 ISSUE

5TH OCTOBER

PLEASE DON’T BE LATE!
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Restoring  La nd scape s
Inspiring Peop le

Restoring  La nd scape s
Inspiring Peop le

The 13th annual Forest Fair will be held on Sunday 2nd September 2012

on the Projects’ land at Foxburrow Wood, Crawley Road, Witney.

Over 160 stands promoting local products and services, local suppliers of

food and drink, entertainers from Chainsaw Carvers to Archery demon-
strations.

All the ”Fun of a Rural Fair”

Book the date now

Further details michael.drew@totalise.co.uk 01993 702624

WYCHWOOD FOREST FAIR

Farmhouse B&B
In Ascott u Wychwood

Spacious comfortable rooms with
Fantastic views over the

Evenlode Valley

Please ring Mrs Sally Walker on
01993 831900

Email :   sally@college-farm.com
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THE ASCOTT MASCOT WINNERS

EMMA PURVIS, AGE 13

RUPERT SMITH, AGE 8
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Back in April, to start off the centenary
celebrations of our Tiddy Hall, the film
‘Way of the Morris’ was shown.  This
short documentary by Tim Plester, is
an insight into the tradition of Morris
Dancing and was beautifully filmed in
the Oxfordshire countryside.  To start
the evening off, Mike Breakell of
Charlbury Morris, gave a talk about
the history and traditions of Morris
Dancing.  It was an interesting and
informative evening preparing the way
for the Centenary Celebration Week-
end!
  We had a busy couple of days over
the Jubilee weekend!  Not only were
we celebrating the reign of our
Queen’s 60 years, but also, 100 years
of Tiddy!  On Friday 1st June, the folk
tradition was kept alive with singing,
dancing, and drama.  Please see Tim’s
article for a detailed report of the eve-
ning. Then on Saturday 2nd June, to
keep the folk tradition going, we had
fun and danced to the Ceilidh band,
Brio.  Both events were very well at-
tended and it was good to see some
new faces!
  The Tiddy Hall Committee would
like to say a very big thank you to all
those who were involved in these two
major events – the Morris Dancing
sides from Charlbury and Eynsham
and Nick Salaman who spoke so elo-
quently about Reginald Tiddy.  Within
the village we have a lot of people to
thank for those two days, most nota-

bly, Roger and Ros Shepherd, Daphne
Abe, Rebecca Baxter, Tim Lyon,
Wendy and Jim Pearse, Fred Russell,
Harry Kappen, Tony Collins, Carol
Angier, John Bujega, Mark Pidgeon,
David Menday, The Ascott Songsters
and also to Robin Saunders and Paul
Weaving for their special contribu-
tions.  And to those who helped be-
hind the scene, preparing food and
manning the bar – your contribution is
often overlooked but things would not
run nearly so smoothly without you!
Thank you everyone for making it a
very special weekend!
 On Saturday afternoon of the previ-
ous weekend, David Ridley gave his
piano recital.  He beautifully played an
assortment of piano pieces by French
composers.  Another great turn out –
thank you everyone!  I’d like to take
this opportunity to thank Pauline Cart-
er for helping to organise and sponsor
the afternoon.  £264 was raised for
Tiddy Hall and The Concertante Soci-
ety.
 June the 14th saw the Annual Con-
cert of the Roseneath School of Music.
This was an opportunity for pupils to
perform in front of a large audience.
Please remember that piano lessons
are held in the upstairs Committee
Room every Friday afternoon.  Con-
tact Pauline Carter on 01993 774568
for further information.

TIDDY HALL REPORT
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Summer Yoga is once again taking
place during July and August.  First
class is on Tuesday July 17th at 7.30pm
and will run for six weeks until Tues-
day August 21st.  You can attend every
class or just show up on any night you
can make.  Jan Holah has more infor-
mation, 01608 810620.
 On Saturday September 8th, we will
be unveiling a Blue Plague at Tiddy
Hall in honour of Reginald Tiddy.  The
ceremony will start at 11.30am and
will last approximately ½ hour.  The
Oxfordshire Blue Plaque Scheme pro-
motes recognition and awareness of
people, places and events that have
been of lasting significance in the life
of Oxfordshire.  Please come and sup-
port this unique event – light refresh-
ments will be served.
 There will be another Coffee Morn-
ing and Table Top Sale on Saturday
September 15th.  Tables to include
plants, fabrics, cosmetics, stationery,
plus many more.  If you would like to
book a table, they
cost £5, please
ring Sally Franks
on 01993 831432.
 On Saturday
29th September,
The Cotswold
Line Promotion
Group are hosting
a film night.
Member Michael
Clemens is a
well-known rail

film archivist and presenter and will
show a variety of footage in steam
days of the Cotswold Line.  This is
also an opportunity to boost interest in
the campaign to improve rail services
from Ascott station.  Tickets will be £5
including tea/coffee & biscuits.  The
evening will begin at 7pm.  Please
come along, no booking required!
 Flicks in the Sticks will be showing
the comedy film ‘The Best Exotic
Marigold Hotel’ starring Dame Judi
Bench, Bill Nighy and Maggie Smith
on Saturday 6th October.  Supper and
bar available - look out for further
details nearer the time.
 October 20th Annual Folk Night
with special guests ‘Rag ‘n’ Roll’.
Tickets will be £10 and there will be a
bar.  For more details - Lyn Collins
01993 830114.

Plenty to do at Tiddy Hall!

Ingrid Ridley
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TIDDY HALL

Regular Activities:

SPECIAL EVENTS:

Saturday 8 September 11.30am
Unveiling of Blue Plaque for Reginald
Tiddy - everyone welcome

Saturday 15 September 10.00am -
12 noon
Coffee Morning & Table Top Sale

Saturday 29 September 7.00pm
(Doors Open)
Cotswold Line Promotion Group Film
evening.  Tickets £5 - no booking nec-
essary

Saturday 6 October 7.00pm (Doors
Open)
Flix in the Stix ‘Best Exotic Marigold
Hotel’

Saturday 20 October
Folk Night with special guests ‘Rag n
Roll’.  Tickets £10 - please ring Lyn
Collins 01993 830114

Monday - Friday Mornings
Pre-school
Contact:  Mrs Pauline Plant
0796 8006451

Wednesday Evenings 7.00 - 7.45
Circuits
Contact:  Simon Gidman  01993
831479

Friday Afternoons
Piano Lessons
Contact:  Pauline Carter
01993 774568

POST OFFICE RUNS EVERY
FRIDAY AFTERNOON

2.00pm - 4.00pm

To book the Tiddy Hall contact:

Ingrid Ridley
01993 830612
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The Grapevine WORDSEARCH
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EMPIRE DAY AT ASCOTT
1927
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COOK’S CORNER : ASCOTT’S FAVOURITE RECIPES

Bara Brith (speckled bread)

Ingredients:
1 lb. 2 oz. mixed fruit
½  1b. soft brown sugar
½  pint + 3 tablespoons cold tea
1 lb. self raising flour
1 well beaten egg
1 teaspoon mixed spice

Put the fruit, tea and sugar in a large bowl, cover with a tea towel and
leave overnight.

Stir in the flour, egg and mixed spice.

Divide into two loaf tins lined with greased aluminium foil or baking
paper.

Loosely cover tins with foil (to prevent hard crust).

Bake at 150°C, gas mark 3 for about 1 hour 20 minutes or until knife
comes out clean from centre (the longer and slower the better).

Remove from tins – remove foil/baking paper after about 10 minutes.
and leave to cool.

Slice and spread with butter – enjoy.

Elaine Byles
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LOCAL BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Annie Holden Curtains and Blinds 01993 830687/07989 497253
www.anniescurtainsandblinds.co.uk
Ascott Village Shop 01993 831240 shop@ascottvillageshop.co.uk
www.ascottvillageshop.co.uk
Bertie the Sweep  01993 899143  Mobile: 07954 180371
Cotswold Wildlife Park 01993 823006  www.cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk
Davenports 01993 358252
Farmhouse B&B 01993 831900  sally@college-farm.com
Groves Shop 01993 830302 info@alfredgroves.co.uk www.grovesdiyshop.co.uk
Home Tutor 01993 830970
Ingrid Ridley B&B 01993 830612  www.meadowbank-ascott.co.uk
In2Pets 01993 773111  www.in2pets.co.uk
Ivy’s Florist 01993 830268
Leafield Picture Framing 01993 878357
Milton Post Office 01993 832243
Paw Pals 01993 869051/07917 703468  www.paw-pals.co.uk/westoxon
Robert Gripper 01993 831960   robgripper@btinternet.com
Roseneath 01993 774568  www.roseneathmusicschool.com
Tiddy Hall 01993 830612
Witney Shuttle - Freephone 0800 043 4633  www.witneyshuttle.com
Wrights Funeral Services 01993 831557  info@wychwoodfuneralservices.co.uk
Wychwood Estate Agents 01993 824800 Burford.  01993 832288 MuW.  0207 298
0314 London  sales@wychwoods.com  www.wychwoods.com
Wychwood Wrought Iron 01993 832850  www.wychwoodwroughtiron.com

To advertise in our Local Business Directory please contact Wendy
Pearse 01993 831023 or wendypearse@btinternet.com.  The cost is  £5 per
year but inclusion is free for our existing advertisers.
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LOCAL EVENTS CALENDAR - 2012

DATE    EVENT

4 August 10am - mid-day  Coffee Morning in Church
2 September Wychwood Forest Fair (Foxburrow Wood)
8 September            10am - mid-day  Coffee Morning in Church
8 September 11.30am - Unveiling of Blue Plaque for Reginald
 Tiddy (Tiddy Hall)
8 September Sponsored Ride and Stride for Oxfordshire Historic
 Churches Trust
15 September 10am - mid-day - Coffee Morning & Table Top Sale
 (Tiddy Hall)
20 September 7.30pm - WLHS : The Cotswolds - a Literary Tour
 (Milton Village Hall)
22 September 10am - Ascott Village Through Time - a walk (meet
 in Shipton Road outside Church)
29 September 7pm Doors Open - Cotswold Line Promotion Group
 Film Evening (Tiddy Hall)
6 October   10am - mid-day  Coffee Morning in Church
6 October 7pm Doors Open - Flix in the Stix ‘Best Exotic
 Marigold Hotel’
18 October 7.30pm - WLHS AGM followed by Packer slideshow
 (Beaconsfield Hall)
20 October Folk Night (Tiddy Hall)
28 October Centenary Charity Run (venue TBC)
3 November  10am - mid-day  Coffee Morning in Church
1 December 10am – mid-day  Christmas Bazaar in Church

If there are any events not included in the above calendar please let us know.
Call 01993 831023 or email: wendypearse@btinternet.com


